The mode of inheritance of ovalocytosis/elliptocytosis in Malaysian Orang Asli families.
Hereditary ovalocytosis/elliptocytosis occurs in polymorphic frequencies among several Malaysian populations and also in Melanesia. Although the condition has been described as an autosomal dominant, Melanesian family studies suggest that it is inherited recessively. Based on 75 Orang Asli families, it is shown that the Malaysian form of elliptocytosis is most likely inherited as an autosomal dominant. It appears, therefore, that either the inference of recessive inheritance in Melanesians is incorrect or that the ovalocytosis/elliptocytosis phenotypes are due to distinct genetic entities in the two regions.